
Budget Latest – consultation with the people of Suffolk

Public consultation on ideas for next year’s budget has now started: the first stage of this is a survey, running for six weeks, which will help the council to understand which services are a priority and will seek ideas and suggestions about how it could save money by delivering services differently.  Town and parish councils, through SALC, will be sent information electronically and in hard copy format. 

The second stage which will run through November will be a series of stakeholder sessions which will aim to discuss in more detail the emerging budget proposals. In total, the council is looking to reduce its budget by around £50million over the next two years – part of the projected budget gap of £125million over the four years from 2010 to 2014.

Recruiting a new chief executive

Recruitment is now underway for a new chief executive.  The new chief executive will be paid a salary of up to £160,000 a year.  The closing date for applications will be 26th September, with interviews taking place in October and the new chief executive expected to be in place by the end of January.

Economic development - Broadband success

The government has announced that our plans to deliver comprehensive high-speed broadband across Suffolk are to be fast-tracked.  Suffolk will be one of five counties in the first wave.

SCC’s agreement, in June, to invest up to £10m in the project almost certainly proved crucial in securing the backing from government for this project.

Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) – Solutions found

Earlier this year we reluctantly decided to close seven out of our 18 HWRCs as part of meeting this year’s budget.  However, after much hard work, alternative arrangements are now in place for most of these areas.  
Newmarket Site

· Re-opened as Newmarket Open Door Community Reuse and Recycling Centre on 25 August. A commercially operated re-use and recycling facility 

· Operating on a ‘pay per vehicle’ charging system starting at £3.00 per car (no charge for recycling of value)

· Full range of materials able to be recycled at site

· Commercial recycling and waste also accepted (different rates)

· Partnership with a waste management company in Cambridgeshire to handle residual waste, wood & green.

· Residual waste going to a Mechanical Biological Treatment facility (MBT) reducing the amount of material ending up in landfill

Consultation on our Mobile Libraries

A six-week consultation has been launched asking users of Suffolk's mobile library service what they value in the service and how they think savings could be made.   

SCC currently spends £600,000 a year providing the service for around 7,000 customers.  We are consulting on proposals such as: a) reducing the service from fortnightly to four weekly / monthly visits – as with Norfolk and Cambridgeshire; b) removing mobile library stops in parishes or towns which already have a library building.  

If implemented, the proposals would save £225,000 of public money annually.  No decisions will be made until after the consultation responses have been thoroughly examined. The cabinet will then decide on the way forward in November 2011.
School Organisation Review latest

At their recent meeting, the Cabinet agreed to two key developments.

Firstly, they agreed to proposals, developed by the Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia, for the Catholic schools in Bury St Edmunds to move to a 2-tier structure - in line with SCC’s SOR programme.  While this would involve increasing the age range of pupils at St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School and St Benedict’s Catholic School, it would also see the closure of St Louis Catholic Middle School.

Secondly, it was agreed to allocate funding to support proposals for expanding the first schools in the Thurston area to enable a move towards 2-tier education.  The proposals were developed by the 17 First Schools in the Thurston pyramid and Thurston Community College.  These proposals will now proceed to public consultation, and, if pursued, will enable the first schools to take children up to the age of 11 – after which pupils will have a range of options for their secondary education.
School News

Key Stage Two results:  these were up by 1% across the county, with some very notable improvements in schools targeted by the county’s Learning and Improvement Service.   While, last year, 27 schools fell below the government’s floor target (55% of children gaining Level 4 in both English and Maths), this year, only 12 schools fell below the newly raised floor target of 60%.

Meanwhile, there was no perceptible drop in the performance of pupils at the closing Middle Schools in the Phase One group.  Indeed, there were some significant improvements.

GCSE results:  this year saw a 4% improvement overall, (using the measure of 5 A* - C grades including Maths and English)

New academies:  this year has seen 14 of the new-style secondary academies set up, and three old-style (sponsor-led) academies opening their doors.
Any questions relating to any subject above please feel free to contact me on the email address below or my home phone:
lisa.chambers@suffolk.gov.uk
01638 552716
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