
A new Chief Executive Appointed

Deborah Cadman has been appointed as the new chief executive of Suffolk County Council.

She brings with her 28 years’ public sector experience, six years of which was as chief executive at St Edmundsbury Borough Council.

Currently, she is chief executive at the East of England Development Agency, where, in 2010/11, she supported the creation of 8,800 jobs and 2,800 new businesses in the east. Prior to her role at St Edmundsbury, where she led the authority from a Fair to Excellent government rating, she was a lead inspector at the Audit Commission and assistant chief executive at Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council. 

Deborah will be paid £155,000 per year and there will be no bonuses or annual pay increments.  Her start date is still to be arranged.

Budget Latest 

The county council faces a budget gap of £50million over the next two years – a combination of cuts to our grant from the government, together with added costs and demand for our services – particularly our social care services.  Proposals are currently being drawn up to find those necessary savings while protecting our vital front-line services and keeping council tax down.

To help with this process, the first phase of our budget consultation has been running over the last six weeks closed on Sunday 23rd October.  This sought the views of people across Suffolk as to the areas of the council’s work that were of the most importance and giving them the opportunity to suggest any ideas for saving money.

A scrutiny committee meeting will be taking place in early November to look at the preparation, the context and the preliminary plans for the budget, which will also be informed by the results of this first stage of consultation.

More detailed proposals will then be developed and published towards the end of this year. 

Libraries Update

Next month the cabinet will debate a new operating model for the county’s library network.  

Earlier this year, the county council developed initial proposals that would steer the county’s library service through difficult budget reductions without having to close libraries.  The various options have now been evaluated and the preferred option will now be selected.  As well as having overall responsibility for the county’s libraries, the new service will work with community groups who have developed plans for the running of their own local library in an innovative joint approach.

The cabinet will also be discussing proposals for the future of the county’s mobile libraries, which could include reducing the number of visits that they make – bringing them into line with other, neighbouring counties.

Education

Stour Valley Community School, the county’s first Free School, has successfully opened in Clare, with 173 pupils.  The increase in parental choice created by the new school is indicated by the fact that some new Year 7 pupils, formerly at Uplands Middle School in Sudbury, have enrolled.

The East Anglian Daily Times has joined forces with the county council to help improve education standards across Suffolk.  They have offered to launch a collaborative Maths campaign, to help address the county’s poor performance in Maths at Key Stage 2 and are working with the county’s Learning and Improvement Service.

Campaign continues to tackle prostitution and sexual exploitation in Suffolk

Over 200 adults and young people in Suffolk have been supported to battle drug addiction, sexual exploitation and prostitution, and even more can be done, according to the latest review of the county’s award-winning strategy.

Earlier this month, the cabinet discussed Suffolk’s Prostitution and Sexual Exploitation Strategy and agreed the priorities for the coming year.

The strategy was created in 2007 following the tragic murders of five women in Ipswich, and effectively ended street prostitution in Ipswich. Since 2009, this targeted approach has expanded to tackle sexual exploitation, off street prostitution and other related problems right across our county.

The on-going work will enable the county to do even more to support vulnerable and often coerced individuals take control of their lives and prevent others from being sexually exploited.
Any questions relating to any subject above please feel free to contact me on the email address below or my home phone:
lisa.chambers@suffolk.gov.uk
01638 552716
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