
· Suffolk Business Month

Suffolk County Council has designated September as Suffolk Business Month. 

During September, there will be a programme of events presenting and showcasing Suffolk as a great place to live and do business.  As well as highlighting the success of the Anglian Local Enterprise Partnership in its first year, there will be a focus on the energy sector and enterprise zone, as well as our other key industries.  Our Raising the Bar (education and skills) project, apprenticeships, and hopefully a tour of the energy coast involving a business minister, will all feature. 
 
· New chapter for Suffolk’s libraries

Responsibility for the day-to-day running of the county’s library services will be transferred to Suffolk’s Libraries Industrial and Provident Society (IPS).

From Wednesday 1 August, all of Suffolk’s 44 libraries and the mobile, school and prison services will come under the direct control of the IPS – a first in the country – which will work in partnership with local library groups to support and expand the service.

Suffolk’s libraries are rightly held in high regard by people across the county.  Despite the difficult financial climate, we are determined to put the library services on a strong and sustainable footing for years to come.  While other councils are closing libraries or reducing opening hours to save money, our approach means all libraries have been saved.

· New Home-to-School Transport Policy Agreed
A new approach to the way home-to-school transport is provided in the parts of Suffolk with free schools has now been agreed.  

Suffolk County Council currently spends around £20.5million on home-to-school transport, and has, by law, to provide free transport on the basis of their nearest school or school in their catchment area.  However, the creation of Free Schools, while providing a welcome degree of diversity into the county’s education provision, means that we now have to change this approach, as they do not have prescribed catchment areas.  Our new policy, which refers solely to those areas with Free Schools either already in existence or set to open shortly, aims to give parents, wherever possible, a choice of education provider.  Shaping the new policy has been helped by listening carefully to parents’ concerns – with our consultation received over 300 responses and involved nine public meetings.

· The Future of Back-Office Services

In a move to find ways of cutting back-office costs as well as duplication between public sector organisations, the county council is currently exploring a new approach to the provision of a whole range of back-office functions, like IT, personnel and payroll.

Our current arrangement ends in 2014.  To plan for what happens next, we are talking to all the other local councils in Suffolk, to see if collectively, we can join forces and have a shared approach to back office services.  Clearly each council has its own arrangements and it may not be possible for all of them to commit to the plan, in which case SCC can investigate going out to the market to find an appropriate partner to work with, with the potential for other councils to join us.  The cabinet is set to make a final decision on the way forward at its meeting in October.
While the government works to get public spending under control, they will, over the next few years, be giving local councils less and less to spend on services.  We are committed to protecting our front-line services as much as possible while keeping council tax down. Sharing back-office services is a great way to help us do this, by cutting out duplication and enabling councils to work more closely together.

· Free Insulation Offer

The county council, together with the district and borough councils, are now working with accredited and trusted local companies to provide free* insulation to all residents in Suffolk (*subject to survey, access and existing levels of insulation).  The scheme is being paid for by the big energy companies.

Schools, sports clubs, community groups can also benefit by registering for the Suffolk Greener Homes community cash-back scheme.  Telephone 0845 603 7686 (local call-rate) between 9am and 5pm Monday – Friday. 
Insulating wall cavities and lofts can help save significant sums on energy bills.  At a time when household finances are being squeezed, Suffolk County Council is working hard to help residents, businesses and community groups save on their energy bills, and make Suffolk the Greenest County. 

Our priorities for Suffolk
Jobs and Growth

Education

Supporting Vulnerable People

Localism and ‘Our Place’

Building on Suffolk’s Strength

All underpinned by strong financial management and low council tax
Any questions relating to any subject above please feel free to contact me on the email address below or my home phone:
lisa.chambers@suffolk.gov.uk
01638 552716
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