
School results boost

Schools in areas which were re-organised as part of our Schools Organisation Review have seen huge gains in SATS results at key stage 2, with up to 19% improvement in some subjects.

 

Those in Haverhill and Lowestoft, which were in the first phase of the move from three to two tiers, which started in 2007, have witnessed a 12% improvement in writing and 6% maths – which, in each instance, represents double the improvement rate seen across the rest of Suffolk. 
 

The newly-released figures also show significant key stage two gains across the county, with the percentage of children achieving the expected grade (level 4 and above) increasing in writing by 7% and in maths by 3%.
 

The results also show:
         Since 2009, a sustained, year on year, improvement in writing and maths. Standards in writing have leapt 14% since 2009.
         A 6% increase in the number of children jumping two attainment levels in maths in the last year.
         Significant improvements by schools which will be undergoing reorganisation during the second and third phases of the school reorganisation programme (through targeted support).
         The number of schools achieving below expected levels (known as the ‘floor’) decreasing by half, from 22 to 11 since 2010, as a result of targeted support.
 

The Government is expected to publish national statistics by the end of September, at which point it will be possible to compare Suffolk’s improvements with the rest of the country.

We have always been clear that moving from three to two-tier schooling would deliver improved results.  These SATS results demonstrate that this approach is the right one, and why we need to complete this re-organisation throughout the county.  Congratulations to the schools and the children for their hard work.
Library Service

The future of our county’s libraries has been put on a secure and sustainable footing. 

On 1st August, all of Suffolk’s 44 libraries and the mobile, school and prison library services, came under the direct control of the IPS (Industrial and Provident Society) – a first in the country – which will work in partnership with local library groups to support and expand the service.

It will also take responsibility for employing all paid library staff – who will also make the transition with the service.  Suffolk’s Libraries IPS, which stands for ‘Industrial and Provident Society’, is an independent organisation with charitable status. 
We are committed to finding ways of saving money which allow us to protect our valued front-line services.  Unlike others parts of the country, where libraries have been closed or opening hours reduced, the Suffolk solution means all libraries have been saved and are free to be shaped to suit local needs.
Developing the energy sector and attracting inward investment
In our drive to attract inward investment and promote the competitive advantages that Suffolk has to offer, the county hosted delegations from China and South Korea during August.

The Chinese delegation, from Nanjing Municipal Government, visited UCS in Ipswich, and was able to meet local business leaders to meet the delegation.  The focus was on knowledge transfer from scientific research, food and drink, educational exchanges and investments and the opportunity for attracting more Chinese visitors for the tourism business.  This could lead to increased trade / exports and exchanges in the future.

Meanwhile, we received a delegation from South Korea at the OrbisEnergy centre in Lowestoft.  The visit was to explore off-shore wind opportunities, the use of OrbisEnergy as a catalyst and business hub, infrastructure, investment and supply chain requirements.  Visits were made to local businesses in Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth.

Promoting growth and jobs in Suffolk is our top priority.  We are working closely with the LEP and local businesses to help develop and nurture Suffolk’s competitive advantages and attract inward investment from growing economies around the world. 

Sizewell C Update

EDF is still committed to start their Stage One public consultation before the end of this year.

Currently in negotiations with the government, they will be publishing a Statement of Community Consultation (SOCC) in the coming months, and local councils will have the opportunity to discuss and influence this at a meeting in September.

Discussions are also taking place about the necessary land required and transport requirements.

We are committed to supporting the development of a new nuclear power station at Sizewell, in order to meet our energy needs in the decades ahead.  In our negotiations with EDF, we will be working to ensure we secure the best possible benefits for Suffolk.

Securing a rail franchise deal that’s good for Suffolk

The award of the rail franchise for the west coast main line to First Group (and away from Richard Branson’s Virgin Rail) has thrown into sharp perspective the importance of ensuring the best possible result when the new East Anglian franchise is renewed in two years’ time.

In this new round it is proposed that the process to determine the new operator will be much more open. This means that there will be greater opportunity for local views to be expressed. 

While at national level, the focus is on access to London, the county council and partners are working to secure a more balanced emphasis.  This means focusing also on links to Lowestoft, Norwich, Bury St Edmunds, Cambridge and Ipswich which are all important. 

Suffolk County Council is taking the lead in shaping the proposals for the new Greater Anglia Franchise with the objective of having a passenger rail service that enhances the economic prospects for the whole of our county.

We are committed to supporting the Suffolk economy and keeping communities connected through effective transport links.  We will be working tirelessly to ensure the new rail franchise provides the best deal for Suffolk.

Making recycling even easier

3000 ‘Sort and Save’ bags will be given away at Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) across Suffolk to help people organise their recycling with added ease.

Suffolk householders are now able to collect a brightly-coloured ‘Sort and Save’ bag, free of charge, from their HWRCs to make storing and recycling a wide range of small or one-off items a lot more convenient.

The bags have been designed to fit easily on a worktop and have two small, one medium and one large compartment for separating and sorting a range of items that can be recycled at HWRCs, avoiding the temptation to throw them away at home.  Items can include empty aerosol cans, light bulbs, batteries, electrical items such as a radio or table lamp, cartons, glass, tools, tupperware, CDs and DVDs, pots and pans, toys, and other plastic items.

We are committed to making Suffolk the Greenest County.  Suffolk already has impressively high recycling rates, but we are always looking for ways of improving those, and making recycling as easy as possible.

Our priorities for Suffolk
Jobs and Growth

Education

Supporting Vulnerable People

Localism and ‘Our Place’

Building on Suffolk’s Strength

All underpinned by strong financial management and low council tax
Any questions relating to any subject above please feel free to contact me on the email address below or my home phone:
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