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Crime Report


Red Lodge Parish Council Report September 2011





Countywide issues


Performance & Public confidence


Suffolk is a very safe county. Crime levels, based on our end of year figures (2010/2011), show that crime levels have reduced for the 5th year in succession, meaning levels are at their lowest for a decade.


National Confidence Measure - British Crime Survey figures show that to December 2010, 54% of people believe that the police and local councils are dealing with the crime and ASB issues that matter in their area, putting Suffolk at 10th nationally for this measure of confidence.


92.3% of people feel safe where they live, the highest level for over two years (rolling 12 months to March 2011)


70.3% of people think we are tackling the things that matter in their community. This is the highest level for 2 years.


End of year figures show that ASB is down 8% overall, with rowdy and inconsiderate behaviour down 10%.  This equates to over 2000 less incidents of rowdy and inconsiderate behaviour.


We have attended over 90% of emergency calls with our 15-minute target time, which is a quicker target time than the national target of 20 minutes.


Finance


Suffolk is a low cost force, but in line with police forces across the county, we are facing an unprecedented financial situation. We are facing a cut in funding of approximately £13.5 million over the next four years, based on current estimates.


In order to deliver the financial savings required, the STEP (Strategic Transformation and Efficiency Programme) has been created to examine all aspects of how we deliver service, reducing unnecessary bureaucracy and improving value for money.


The Constabulary is operating a recruitment freeze for both officers and staff, and the Business Support Review is in the implementation phase of creating shared support units with Norfolk Constabulary.   This will provide collaborative support to our frontline services, achieving savings of an estimated £9.8million over 4 years.


We are looking at new ways of delivering our local policing, constructing a new model that protects frontline policing, suits local demand and reduces supervisory and management roles.


Our funding comes from two sources; government grant and council tax precept – Suffolk Police Authority froze this year’s council tax at last year’s levels in recognition on the economic pressures facing Suffolk residents.


Priorities


Our latest Three-Year Plan has been published, which has moved away from national targets and focuses on what matters to Suffolk, this is available to view at www.suffolkpoliceauthority.org.uk.


The top priorities identified through our consultation with communities are violence in public, drugs, house burglary, robbery, speeding and ASB.  These have been worked into our priorities for the coming year and dedicated work will be undertaken to address these issues.


Following consultation with our communities and an assessment of operational and organisational risks, the priorities for the constabulary for the next three years are to aim to:


Reduce crime and ASB


Improve the satisfaction of those that use our services and the confidence of the public in policing


Sustain the financial stability of Suffolk Police


Estates


The Police Authority is working closely with our local councils and other agencies to explore ways in which we can use our properties and estate more effectively and efficiently. For example, it has purchased premises with Suffolk County Council, which will allow ageing properties in need of multi-million pound refurbishment to be sold off. 


An initiative called the ‘Single Public Sector Estate’ (SPSE) has been launched involving many parts of the public sector across Suffolk.  The vision for the SPSE is to create an estate that supports the whole of the public sector, where staff from any public or partner organisation can work.  The group are now looking at areas around the county so see where we can work collaboratively in respect of property needs.


Ongoing projects include placing Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) offices in fire stations, council offices and schools.  Framlingham SNT now shares premises with Framlingham Fire Service, and other SNTs around the county are being considered for this kind of collaboration


Police and Crime Commissioners


The coalition Government intends to introduce directly elected Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) to replace Police Authorities.


Members of the public will directly vote for an individual to represent their community’s policing needs, and the first elections are due to take place in May 2012.


PCCs will be in place to ensure that police forces work to deliver value for money and that they are meeting local policing priorities.





























Our Team Priorities


(what you told us we need to concentrate our efforts on)��1.  Anti-social behaviour in Mildenhall town centre (IP28 7EA). This priority was set on Wednesday 25th May 2011.


To investigate and reduce anti-social behaviour by young people in the town centre area during warmer evenings.


To investigate and reduce instances of Anti-social behaviour relating to late night drunkeness – High Street / Mill Street area of Mildenhall.�2. Shoplifting in Mildenhall town centre area. This priority was set on Wednesday 25th May 2011.


To investigate and reduce the number of shoplifting offences occurring in Mildenhall town centre.�





The Next Community Priority Setting meeting





The way the community priorities are set has changed, there will now be a quarterly meeting of a Neighbourhood Panel, comprising of county, district and parish councillors, as well as representatives from local community groups.��The aim is to :-





Discuss issues put forward by the local community.





Discuss and decide on the priorities that should be tackled by the Safer Neighbourhood Team and our partners.





Arrange feedback to local people about progress.








These meetings are open to the public, so if you would like to come along and raise any issues with us, the next one for your area is on Wednesday 23rd November 2011. It starts at 6:00 pm and will take place at: The Millennium Centre, Lavender Close, Red Lodge IP28 8TT. If you can't make the meeting and would like to get in touch about something that concerns you - � HYPERLINK "http://www.onesuffolk.co.uk/SaferSuffolk/Mildenhall/contactus.htm" \o "Link to Contact us page - opens in a new window" \t "_blank" �please contact us�



































There have been THIRTY-FIVE recorded crimes since the last report dated 11/07//2011: -





10 Cases of Theft – From Motor Vehicle


7 Cases of Domestic Incidents – Non-Crime


4 Cases of Criminal Damage - Other


2 Cases of Burglary Dwelling


2 Cases of Theft of Pedal Cycle


2 Cases of Theft - Other


1 Case of Assault Occasioning ABH


1 Case of Criminal Damage - Vehicle


1 Case of Criminal Damage – Dwelling


1 Case of Wasting Police Time


1 Case of Burglary – Other Building


1 Case of Causing Harassment/Alarm/Distress


1 Case of Harassment  - Non-Crime


1 Case of Possession of Class ‘B’ Drug – Cannabis





This compares to TWENTY-EIGHT recorded crimes for the same period 2011.





Of interest to the Parish: -





Attempted rape disproved - Red Lodge


Police received a report of attempted rape from a 15-year-old girl on 26th June 2011; the girl claimed she had been attacked by a man on a bridleway in Red Lodge a week before that.


Officers conducted a thorough investigation and established that the incident could not have occurred. The girl has been spoken to further and has confirmed that the offence did not happen. Police are satisfied that no such crime has been committed.


Her family is supporting the girl and police are working with partners to conclude their investigation.


DCI Louisa Pepper said, "Anyone reporting a rape or sexual assault in Suffolk will receive support from specially trained officers and have access to specialist facilities at Suffolk's Sexual Assault Referral Centre. Suffolk’s Gemini Team - detectives dedicated to investigating serious sexual offences, investigates allegations of this nature.


“Suffolk Constabulary is committed to providing a high-quality service to victims of this type of crime where it can be even more difficult to come forward and report what has happened. The Gemini Team will provide a dedicated point of contact from when the report is made, up to and after any court proceedings have taken place."





Vehicle Crime – Forest Heath


Theft from motor vehicle has been increasing in the Mildenhall area. Offences occur overnight (from 11.00pm) across the week (most prominently on Monday and Tuesday mornings) and have recently involved smashing car windows or entering insecure vehicles and removing property, particularly Sat Nav systems. As yet there are no suspects linked to these offences.


In Red Lodge, there have been TEN reported crimes of Theft from Motor Vehicle over the summer months. In July, five commercial vans were broken into close to Magnolia Close, Foxglove Close and Marigold Drive. Power Tools, Sat Nav systems, Cash and personal documents have been removed in all cases. In August, a car left insecure was entered and a Sat Nav removed near to Heatherset Way. In September, three vans were again broken into close to Blackberry Way and Marigold Drive. Again power tools have been removed. Elsewhere in the Forest Heath area, mobile phones, MP3 Players and other personal items have been removed.




























