
 

563 
Minutes of Red Lodge Parish Council Meeting 30.09.2025  
  
 
Signed:________________________(Chair)                      Date: 25.11.2025  
 

 

  

Parish Office, Sports Pavilion, Hundred Acre Way, Red Lodge, Suffolk, IP28 8FQ   01638 551257  

clerk@redlodgeparishcouncil.gov.uk    http://redlodgeparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Red Lodge Parish Council. 

 
Date:   Tuesday 30 September 2025 

Time:   19:00 

Venue:   St. Christopher’s Church, Boundary Road. Red Lodge. IP28 8JQ. 

 

Present: Cllr. Rachel Ahmed 

Cllr. Michael Berry 

Cllr. Jonathon Burns 

Cllr. Andy Drummond 

Cllr. Sandra Dwan (Chair) 

Cllr. Patricia Judd 

Cllr. Sue Houlder 

Cllr. Ian Thompson (Vice-Chair) 

 

 

In Attendance: Clerk/RFO 

D.Cllr. Dawn Dicker 

 

Non-Attendee:  0 

 

Absent: 0 

 

Members of Public: 8 

 

 

 

 

http://redlodgeparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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   Item Action 

1. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Noted 
 

 

2. All those present are reminded of The Openness of Local Government Bodies 
Regulations 2014 and that the meeting may be filmed or recorded by any members 
of the public. 
Noted 
 

 

3. Apologies received and accepted by all Members: 
 
None received. 
Noted 
 

 

4. 
 
 
 
 

Declaration of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests 
(i) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interests and 

personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature including gifts 
of hospitality exceeding £50. 
 
None received. 
 
Noted 
 

(ii) To receive requests for dispensation 
 
None received. 
 
Noted 

 

 

5. 
 
 

5.1 
 
 
 
 
 

5.2 
 

Members of the public are invited to speak on any item on the agenda for up to 3 
minutes. (Public session is maximum 15 minutes) 
 
A representative of the Millennium Centre clarified agenda item 11.6, that the hirer 
will not be charged to trade at the centre’s car park. 
The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Millennium Centre Trustees, requested an additional 
meeting with the Parish Council in regards to agenda item 13.1. 
Noted 

A resident addressed the Council regarding agenda item 11.10, raising concerns 
about the condition of the road surface on Warren Road. The resident had previously 
contacted C.Cllr. Drummond about the issue; however, there is a significant delay in 
remedial action from Suffolk Highways. Additional concerns were expressed 
regarding the impact of HGV traffic on Warren Road, which may further deteriorate 
the road surface. 
It was noted that the village currently has two schools, with a third school expected 
to accommodate approximately 1,200 pupils, planned in a neighbouring village. This 
development may result in increased traffic from surrounding areas accessing 
Warren Road. As such, the resident requested that the Parish Council consider 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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initiating a road safety audit of Warren Road in advance of the secondary school’s 
development. 
The Chair informed the resident, that C.Cllr. Drummond has arranged a meeting with 
Suffolk Highways and representatives from other Town and Parish Councils to 
discuss wider road safety concerns. The issues raised by the resident will be 
discussed at that meeting. 
Noted 
 

 
 
 
 
SD 

6. Confirmation of Minutes of the meetings held on 29 July 2025 and the Confidential 
Report. 
The minutes for the above meeting and Confidential Report were agreed as accurate 
records and duly signed by the Chair. 
Resolved 
 

Clerk 

7. 
 

7.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

7.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reports and Invited Speakers: 
 
County Councillor: 
The parish newsletter from C.Cllr. Drummond has been circulated to all Members. 
A road safety meeting in Moulton has been organised on 15th October 2025, with the 
Portfolio holder for Transport. 
Noted 
 
Dalham are proposing to place signs saying ‘Unsuitable for HGV’s’, which may act as 
a deterrent for such vehicles. C.Cllr. Drummond asked whether Members would 
consider it beneficial to install signs at both ends of Warren Road. 
Members all voted with 1 abstention and all agreed to request HGV deterrent signs 
for C.Cllr. Drummond to investigate. 
Resolved 
 
C.Cllr. Drummond commented on the flags which had appeared on Highways 
property across the county, and stated that he was proud of the England heritage. 
Noted 
 
District Councillors: 
D.Cllr. Dicker informed the meeting that the District Council has submitted a 
proposal to the Government for 3 unitary authorities, comprising of Central and 
Eastern Suffolk, and Ipswich and Southern Suffolk. The proposal would save 
around £34 million a year, of which £20 million will be invested annually into vital 
services. 
 
D.Cllr. Dicker has been trying to organise a meeting with West Suffolk Council in  
regards to the Millennium Centre and hopes that the Parish Council will pursue this 
meeting with the aim of the Parish Council to make the two excellent community 
facilities in the village prosper. 
 
D. Cllr. Dicker queried if there is a covenant regarding caravans in the village, as 
there has been a caravan parked in Russet Drive. 
The Chair stated that the Parish Council would enquire on her behalf. 
Noted 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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7.3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Police Newsletter had been circulated to Members. 
 
The Chair informed the meeting that DNA and footprints had been found at the 
scene of the Tesco robbery on Turnpike Road. Police are continuing cross county 
investigations. 
 
The Vice-Chair read out the following report received from the Red Lodge 
Community Policing Team: 
 
Crimes reported 29/07/2025 – 30/09/2025 
71 investigations recorded  
ASB – 5 (3 Nuisance – 2 Personal)  
Non-crime investigations – 37 (including child and adult protection investigations and 
DV non-crime investigations, ASB) 
Arson and criminal damage – 8 (includes arson, damage to residential property, 
business premises and vehicles) 
Burglary -1 (offender arrested and believed to have previous links to property)  
Drugs offences – 0  
Non – notifiable -3 (including H&S at work, drink driving and communications act 
offence) 
Possession offensive weapons – 0 
Public order offence – 0  
Robbery – 1 – Tesco  
Sexual offence – 2  
Vehicle offences – 3 – Juniper Road  
Violence against the person – 16 (includes assaults common assault ABH, stalking, 
attempted kidnapping, dangerous dog out of control) 
 
Tesco Express Turn Pike Road, Robbery – Sunday 7th September 2025 – 22.50hrs  
Suspects 3 white males – two slim build and large build – wearing dark clothing and 
balaclavas, armed with sledgehammers and crowbars. Driving a white Ford transit 
Van.  
Items stolen – the tills, meat tobacco and alcohol.  
Police are appealing for witnesses and asking motorist driving in the area at the time 
of the incident to check dash cams. Anyone with information is asked to contact West 
CID at Bury St Edmunds Police Station quoting 37/50683/25. Call 101, website; 
https//www.suffolk.police.uk/tell-us.  
No suspects arrested at this time.     
Crime series – vehicle interference 28/09/2025 01.00-01.20hrs  
3 unknown offenders have been witnessed interfering with 3 vehicles, no damage or 
items stolen   
Arson – 19/08/2025 2x vehicles damaged, 1 vehicle set alight and neighbouring 
vehicle also damaged due to the heat of the fire.  
Criminal damage to the pavilion -  
red cross painted on round-about at Warren Road 
 
Speeding – Red Lodge mobile speed van  
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7.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Locations A11 and Turn Pike Road (it does not give location on which results were in 
which position)   

March  37 

April  36 

May  47 

June 81 

July  197 

Aug  25 

Total  423 

 
Roads camera team – due to reports of speeding on Larch Road, Red Lodge the safety 
camera team placed SDR speeding device on the road. Data collected between 
21/08/2025 – 28/08/2025  
Data collected as follows.  

Speed limit  30 MPH 

Total number of vehicles 9424 

Average speed  17.4 

Number over speed limit  12 

Percentage over speed limit  0.1 

NPCC (speed police would prosecute) 35 

Number at or over NPCC 3 

Percentage at or over NPCC 0.0 

 
Due to the results no follow up with be taken at this stage.  
 
Police events – coffee with a cop Millennium centre. 
Reassurance patrols – robbery  
Pop up outside the Nisa. 
Pop up surgery outside Tesco – this will be a monthly event we will put the dates on 
the calendar  
The Pines – early years family event  
In the coming months -  
The next coffee with a cop to be arranged at the Pavilion in the next couple of 
months.  
School engagements are in the process of being arranged.  
Tescos Pop up - 20th October 1200hrs-1400hrs  
If you have any upcoming events, you would like us to attend please let us know and 
we can add this into our calendar.  
Noted 
 
Emergency Planning Officer 
The Emergency Planning Officers role in West Suffolk is part of the Joint Emergency 
Planning Unit, in assisting communities with the development of Community 
Emergency Plans. These plans typically include the nomination of community rest 
centres and the identification of key local resources, such as qualified tree surgeons. 
Currently, 12 communities within West Suffolk have established Community 
Emergency Plans. 
Red Lodge has two designated emergency rest centres: The Sports Pavilion and the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members 
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7.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.6 
 
 
 

Millennium Centre. 
Templates and guidance materials are available to assist in the creation of a 
Community Emergency Plan. 
It was agreed that developing an emergency plan for Red Lodge is a priority, 
particularly in light of the proposed Sunnica development. A Working Party will be 
formed to undertake and complete this task. 
Noted 
 
Events Working Party (EWP) 
Cllr. Berry informed the meeting that the VK Memorial Fun Day was not successful 
due to poor weather conditions, the event was not profitable. However, there is 
some money available in the budget for other events. The EWP will be meeting to 
plan a Christmas event. 
Noted 
 
Finance Working Party (FWP) 
The latest financial investment rates have been circulated to Members. The FWP will 
meet to discuss potential investments. 
The FWP will also be setting the draft budget. 
Noted 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EWP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FWP 
 

8. 
 

8.1 
 
 
 

8.2 
 
 
 
 
 

8.3 
 

 
 

 
 

8.4 
 
 

8.5 
 
 
 

8.6 
 
 

Financial and Clerk Reports 
 
Members noted that the bank reconciliation statements for July 2025 and August 
2025, have been verified and signed by Cllr. Thompson. 
Noted 
 
Members approved the Receipts and Payments in July 2025 and August 2025, for the 
following: 

(i) Parish Bank Account      (ii)   Deposit Bank Account     (iii)   Petty Cash Council  
(iv)   Petty Cash Pavilion       (v)  Credit Card 

Resolved 
 
Members noted the Bank Balances as of 24/09/25 for the following accounts: 

• Parish Bank Account    £494,414.24 

• Deposit Account           £109,906.75 

Noted 
 
Members noted the Ear Marked Reserves at 31/08/25. 
Noted 
 
Members noted a VAT return for 01/05/2025 – 31/07/2025 for a claim of £3547.14 
was submitted and received on 07/08/2025. 
Noted 
 
Members noted the External Auditors report for 2024/25, with no matters arising. 
Noted 
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8.7 
 
 
 

8.8 
 

Members noted the Notice of Conclusion of Audit for year ended 31 March 2025 has 
been published. 
Noted 
 
Members noted and approved the implementation of the NJC pay award for 2025. 
Noted 
 

Clerk 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. 
 

9.1 
 
 
 
 
 

9.2 
 
 
 
 

9.3 
 
 
 

9.4 
 
 
 
 
 

9.5 
 
 
 

9.6 
 
 
 

9.7 
 

 
 

9.8 
 

 
 

9.9 
 

 

Discuss and approve any purchase (LGA 1972, s.111). 
 
Members ratified the recruitment of the Part-Time Assistant Administrator, for 3 
hours per week. The Assistant Groundsman vacancy remained unfilled, this may be 
advertised at a later date. Any necessary work will be contracted externally if 
required. 
Resolved 
 
Members agreed the renewal of the Parish Council’s 3 years insurance policy, which 
commenced on 01/10/2024, for the 2nd year on 02/10/2025, Clear Councils, 
£6674.45. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved the grant application from the Red Lodge Millennium Centre, 
towards the Over 60’s Christmas party, for £250. 
Resolved 
 
Members ratified payment of the invoice for the Ladybird Springer body without the 
seat, for Russet play area, Jupiter Play, £1276 ex. VAT. 
Members agreed to consider the refurbishment of the play areas, and will request 3 
contractors to look at the refurbishment initially of the Pavilion play area. 
Resolved 
 
Members ratified payment of the invoice for a Trauma Cabinet with 2x Public Access 
Community Bleed Save Kits, Value Products Ltd., £1183 ex. VAT. 
Resolved 
 
Members ratified payment of the invoice for a 1x HP 250 G10 laptop, Windows 
11Pro and installation, Community Action Suffolk, £600. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved payment of the invoice for a Bobbin Swing seat and fixings, for 
Heatherset play area, Wicksteed, £1362.23 ex. VAT. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved the purchase and payment of the invoice for a Swing Bearing, for  
Russet Drive play area, Jupiter, £497 ex. VAT. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved payment of the invoice for a replacement steel slide, for Orchid 
play area, Kompan, £4574.30 ex. VAT. 
Resolved 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
SD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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9.10 
 
 
 
 

9.11 
 
 
 

9.12 
 
 
 
 
 

9.13 
 
 
 

9.14 
 
 
 

9.15 
 
 
 

9.16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Members approved payment of the invoice for the Limited assurance review of 
Annual Governance & Accountability Return, for year ended 31 March 2025, PKF 
Littlejohn LLP, £630 ex. VAT. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved payment of the invoice for Reviewing the Lease and Title, 
Ellisons Solicitors, £1573.50 ex. VAT. 
Resolved 
 
Members declined the quote for the Dino Cableway, replacement bumper tyre, seat 
and chain, HAGS, £1572 ex. VAT. They will instead consider a comparison between 
replacing individual play equipment and undertaking a full refurbishment of the play 
areas. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved the quote for a Buddy Basket Swing and Bearings, for Heatherset 
Way play area, HAGS, £606.80 ex. VAT. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved an imprest amount of £38.50 for the Parish petty cash top-up 
and authorised the signing of cheque number 001562. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved an imprest amount of £62.21 for the Pavilion petty cash top-up 
and authorised the signing of cheque number 001563. 
Resolved 
 
Members discussed a quote with 2 options for new overlay of Black Wetpour in the 
Sports Pavilion play area, R&S Playground Installation: 

(ii) Site preparation £2300 ex. VAT + all works in one visit 499.5m2, 20mm 
overlay, £23491.75 ex. VAT. 

(iii) Site preparation £2300 ex. VAT + individual areas 499.5m2, 20mm overlay, 
£30191.75 ex. VAT: 

Area/Equipment  Size (m2) £ Total exc. VAT  

Handrail 40 3126 

Flat seat                      33 2921.40 

Climbing frame         116 4811.20 

Basket swing               38.5 3096.85 

Hip hop                        20 2598 

Main unit                   177 7683.30 

Cradle swing                50 3280 

Trampoline 25 2675 

Total Individual 
Installations  

499.5 30191.75 

Members declined the quotations and will instead consider a comparison between 
replacing individual play equipment and undertaking a full refurbishment of the play 
areas. 
Resolved 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SD 
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9.17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.18 
 
 
 

9.19 
 
 

Members discussed the damaged height barrier and the quotes to repair: 
(i) (a) Manufacture and galvanise a replacement gate, Dewbar Fabrications Ltd., 

£899.17 ex. VAT. (non- refundable deposit £325 and remaining balance due 
before delivery) Or,  
(b) Manufacture, galvanise and coat yellow a replacement gate, Dewbar 
Fabrications Ltd., £1100.83 ex. VAT. (non- refundable deposit £325 and 
remaining balance due before delivery). 

(ii) Remove damaged top section of height barrier and fit new top section of 
height barrier, S.P. Landscapes, £600 ex. VAT. 

 
Members approved options (i)b and (ii). 
Members agreed to approach the individual who caused the damage to the gate and 
request a 50:50 contribution towards the repairs. 
Resolved 
 
Members reviewed the fees to hire the Sports Pavilion facilities and agreed not to 
make any changes to the fees. 
Resolved 
 
Members considered the quotes for painting the veranda: 

(i) Aspire, £3320 ex. VAT. 
(ii) Newmarket Decorators Ltd., £4150 ex. VAT. 
(iii) Dave Norman - Declined 
(iv) G J Bream – No Reply 

Pollard & Co. - Declined 
 
Members agreed to proceed with quote (ii). 
Resolved 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

10. 
 

10.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 
 
DC/25/0940/FUL 
Proposal: Planning application - change of use of land for the siting of two caravans 
with associated concrete pads and hard standing. 
Location: Willoway Country Park, Red Lodge, Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP28 8LA. 
 
Members ratified a ‘No Comment’. 
Resolved 
 
DC/25/1292/HH 
Proposal: Householder planning application - conversion of garage into habitable 
room. 
Location: 24B Turnpike Road, Red Lodge, Suffolk IP28 8JZ. 
 
Members resolved a ‘No Comment’. 
Resolved 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  
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10.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10.4 
 

DCON(J)/19/2128 
Proposal: Application to discharge condition 23 (noise mitigation measures) of 
DC/19/2128/FUL 
Location: Land Off Turnpike Road Heath Farm Road, Red Lodge, Suffolk. 
 
Members resolved a ‘No Comment’. 
Resolved 
 
DC/21/1510/FUL 
Proposal: Planning application - 148 dwellings with associated open space, highway 
and landscaping 
Location: Land At Turnpike Road, Red Lodge, Suffolk. 
 
Members noted that the application has been withdrawn. 
Noted 
 

Clerk  

 

11. 
 

11.1 
 
 
 

11.2 
 
 
 
 

11.3 
 
 
 

11.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.5 
 
 
 
 

11.6 
 
 

Correspondence Received 
 
Members reviewed and approved the Play Area reports for July 2025 and August 
2025, and the Annual Play Inspection Report for 2025, from West Suffolk Council. 
Resolved 
 
Members noted the correspondence from Suffolk County Council and West Suffolk 
Council, in response to the request for correspondence regarding the final discharges 
for Sunnica. 
Noted 
 
Members approved the Lease Agreement for the Millennium Centre with Connected 
Kerb. 
Resolved 
 
Members received an update from Cllr. Houlder on a village newsletter. Three 
quotes had been requested to print 3000 copies of an A4 newsletter, however only 
one quote had been received from the company Impress. 
Royal Mail had quoted approximately £4K-£5K, for the distribution of the newsletter. 
The Council may approach District Councillors for funding towards these costs. 
Businesses and groups will be approached to advertise in the newsletter. 
Cllr. Houlder requested assistance with the production of the newsletter and the 
formation of a Working Party. Cllr. Burns agreed to assist with the newsletter. 
Noted 
 
Members noted the reply from Royal Mail, stating that they will not proceed with 
the request to install a post box near Larch Way in Red Lodge, as a posting facility 
exists within half a mile. 
Noted 
 
Members approved the request from the Millennium Centre to permit The Bespoke 
Barber, to hire the Centre’s car park for trade. 
Resolved 
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573 
Minutes of Red Lodge Parish Council Meeting 30.09.2025  
  
 
Signed:________________________(Chair)                      Date: 25.11.2025  
 

 
11.7 

 
 
 

11.8 
 
 
 

11.9 
 
 
 
 
 

11.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.11 
 
 
 
 
 

11.12 
 
 
 

11.13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.14 
 

 
Members approved the request from The Bespoke Barber, to hire the Sports Pavilion 
car park for trade. 
Resolved 
 
Members approved the request from Moulton Parish Council to join a group raising 
concerns of speeding and road safety, to Suffolk County Council. 
Resolved 
 
Members considered the invitation from Moulton Parish Council, to attend a 
meeting on 15/10/2025, with the Suffolk County Council Cabinet Member for 
Highways, to discuss community road safety. The Chair agreed to attend the 
meeting. 
Resolved 
 
Members considered the request from a resident, for the Parish Council to enquire 
and identify the appropriate avenue, for a road safety audit of Warren Road. 
Members agreed that the Chair will raise this issue at the meeting with the  
Suffolk County Council Cabinet Member for Highways in agenda item 11.9 and report 
directly to the resident. 
Resolved 
 
Members considered the concerns raised by a resident of speeding on Bennett Road, 
Red Lodge. Members agreed that the Chair will raise this issue at the meeting with 
the Suffolk County Council Cabinet Member for Highways in agenda item 11.9 and 
report directly to the resident. 
Resolved 
 
Members noted the update on s106 funds for the new development and the future 
funding for Red Lodge, from West Suffolk Council. 
Noted 
 
Members considered the request from a resident, for a booking system for the 
Sports Pavilion. The Chair informed the meeting that this was not a financially viable 
option, nor fit for purpose, as the business requires flexibility to prepare premises for 
hire. 
Members voted and it was agreed to investigate the costs for a booking system. 
Resolved 
 
Members noted the West Suffolk Parish and Town Forum, will be held on 
21/10/2025, at West Suffolk House, Bury St. Edmunds. 7pm – 9pm. 
Noted 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
SD 
 
 
 
 
 
SD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12. To confirm the date of the next Red Lodge Parish Council meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday 25 November 2025 at 19:00, St. Christopher’s Church, 2 Boundary Road, 
Red Lodge, IP28 8JQ. 
 
The next meeting was confirmed as above. 
Noted 

Clerk 
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13. 
 
 
 
 
 

13.1 
 
 

13.2 
 
 
 

13.3 
 

Members resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
public be excluded from the meeting, on the grounds that publicity would be 
prejudicial to public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to 
be transacted. 
Resolved 
 
Members discussed an Action Plan; Refer to item 1 in Confidential Report 300925. 
Resolved 
 
Members considered a proposal from West Suffolk Council; Refer to item 2 in 
Confidential Report 300925 
Resolved 
 
Members ratified the correspondence to West Suffolk Council; Refer to item 3 in 
Confidential Report 300925. 
Resolved 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. Close of the meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:00. 
Resolved 
 

 

 


